
Dear Parents, 

We have had some questions and concerns regarding fingerprints, so I wanted to clarify things, if 
possible. Here are some Frequently Asked Questions: 

Why do parents suddenly need to get fingerprints? 

This has actually been a Board Policy for many years, but the district is currently looking at it more 
closely and giving us guidelines for their expectations. 

Who needs to get fingerprints? 

All volunteers working with students that are not supervised by a school employee (or within sight of an 
employee). The basic rule is: if the parent is alone with students, the parent needs fingerprint 
clearance. This includes the “Everyone a Reader” program. This is for the safety of the students. Once a 
volunteer has been fingerprinted and cleared, it is good for the entire time your child is with our district. 
Also, the Department of Justice and the FBI will notify and update the district if anyone fingerprinted has 
a violation after they were fingerprinted. 

What if a volunteer has a group of students on a field trip, but the teacher is with the entire 
group? Or a fingerprinted volunteer is with the group? 

If a teacher is supervising, fingerprints are not needed. If a fingerprinted volunteer is leading a group, 
volunteers that do not have fingerprints done can be with that group. 

If a volunteer has been printed for a state license, military, or anywhere else, do they need to be 
reprinted? 

Yes. Federal privacy laws prevent agencies from sharing fingerprint information. The volunteer must get 
fingerprinted through our district. However, if the volunteer is a teacher in another district, he/she may be 
in the “clearinghouse” database. Please check with the district if this is the case. 

How much does it cost? 

$71. However, we have a Murdock parent that owns a Live Scan company, and she is willing to give us a 
discount of $10, and do fingerprints for $61.  

What is the procedure? 

First, you need to pick up paperwork at the La Mesa – Spring Valley School District office at 4750 Date 
Ave. in La Mesa. Their phone number is 668-5700. Then you can choose from the 3 companies that are 
signed up with the district to do fingerprints. Our Murdock parent, Ashley Correll, is one of them. If you 
would like to take advantage of her $10 discount for Murdock volunteers, please call her at 469-7226. 
Once fingerprinted, it takes an average of 3 – 7 days to get clearance. 

The cost used to be lower. Why did it go up? I can’t afford to pay for this. Does it mean I cannot 
go on field trips? 

The cost went up because the district used to pay for much of the cost, and they can no longer afford to 
do so. If you cannot afford to pay the fee, we do not want you to be excluded for this reason. Please 
contact your teacher and we will try to find a way to work things out. 

 

John Ashley 
Principal, Murdock Elementary 
john.ashley@lmsvsd.k12.ca.us 


